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and integrity of Persia was worth a sacrifice, and if
we proceed to occupy with claims and concessions
the northern shores of the Gulf, little harm will
have been done, while the Convention itself, soon
indeed to be put to a severe test, has proved equal
to the occasion, and has already saved Persia from
anarchy and dismemberment

It is curious that Russia should be attacked,
through the person of the Emperor, by the Demo-
crats and Socialists of England, just at a time when
the Russian monarch has conferred Parliamentary
institutions upon his own country, and when his
troops have been the means of allowing the Nation-
alists to expel an autocratic Shah and to place a boy
puppet on the throne in Persia.

The Nationalists were at the last gasp in Tabriz
when Russia and England interfered and forced
the Shah to grant a truce. The breathing time the
Nationalists thus gained, and the firmness infused
into their councils, supplied them with the very
little courage and determination necessary for the
march on Teheran, which, thanks entirely to the
Convention, they entered without striking a blow.
That the two great powers were neutral cannot
indeed be said. They favoured the Nationalists,
who but for them had already been beaten.

With these occurrences India is immediately
and closely connected, and Afghanistan now takes
second place. That country is recognised by the